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Bio: Sylvia Croese is an Assistant Professor in the
Department of Global and International Studies at the
University of California, Irvine. Trained as an urban
political sociologist, her work examines the intersection of
urban politics, planning and governance in African cities.
She is the author of Gradualist lawfare: the politics of law
and local power in urban Angola (forthcoming with Oxford
University Press), which situates the persistent deferral of
local democracy in Angola within wider debates around
the contested nature of local government in Africa and the
global rise of authoritarian lawmaking in cities. She is also
a co-editor of Localizing the Sustainable Development
Goals in African cities (Springer, 2022); Reframing the
urban challenge in Africa: knowledge co-production from
the South (Routledge, 2021); Refractions of the national, the
popular and the global in African cities (African Minds,
2021). Previously based in South Africa, she remains a
Visiting Senior Lecturer at the School of Architecture and
Planning at the University of the Witwatersrand and a
Research Associate with the African Centre for Cities,
University of Cape Town.
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