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DR. BRENDA E. STEVENSON

UCLA Nickoll Family Endowed Chair 

of American History and Professor of 

African American Studies

Professor Stevenson is a scholar 

of race, slavery, gender, family, 

and racial conflict. Her research 

has been awarded by the Ford 

Foundation, Mellon Foundation, 

and the Organization of 

American Historians.

CENTER FOR AFRICANA STUDIES
Seminar Series

February  23, 2024
Conference Center 105 

Lunch 12:30pm, Book Presentation 1pm

What Sorrows Labour in My Parent’s Breast?
A History of the Enslaved Black Family 

In What Sorrows Labour in My Parents' Breast?,  Stevenson 

provides a long overdue concise history to help the reader 

understand this vitally important African American institution 
as it evolved and survived under the extreme opposition that 

the institution of slavery imposed. The themes of this work 

center on the multifaceted reality of loss, recovery, resilience 
and resistance embedded in the desire of African/African-

descended people to experience family life despite their 

enslavement. Stevenson pays particular attention to the ways 
in which gender, generation, location, slave labor, the 

economic status of slaveholders and slave societies’ laws 

affected the black family in slavery.

This event is presented by the Center for Africana Studies, Division of Equity, Justice & Inclusive Excellence, 
Interdisciplinary Humanities Graduate Program, and the Department of History & Critical Race and Ethnic Studies.


